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to be imposed upon. At this period, he was still clear-
headed enough to realise that he was being asked to bear
loads too heavy for his weary shoulders.
" My modest ambition/' he replied, " is only to hold a
position equivalent to that of Major-General, so that I
can inspect the armies and say a cheering word to the
troops." This mission he would assuredly have fulfilled
with unquestionable authority. All the same, he wondered
whether it was not his duty to come back to Paris. But
from the Ministry came the request that he should stay
in Madrid on account of the ceremonies announced to take
place there, and at which the prestige of his presence
appeared useful.
In the mass of truth, and fragments of truth, which
reached the Premier in more or less distorted form, there
were often bits of tittle-tattle and lies, such as the ones
which made M. Mandel out as a partner in a plot ascribed
by the same sources to M. Reynaud. I had the oppor-
tunity at that time of informing M. Mandel of the impu-
tations against him carefully brought to M. Daladier's
notice. Both men knew that I was the friend of each
of them separately, and that my intervention had no other
object than their common good, and especially the welfare
of my country.
M. Mandel at once had an immediate explanation with
M. Daladier. I do not know if some disastrous malevolence
did not prevent M. Daladier from wholly believing my
assurances, but I should be greatly surprised if, in his
reflections to-day, he does not regret not having entered
into wholehearted partnership with his Minister for the
Colonies. Events would certainly have taken a different
turn both for them and for our own country.
I can say almost the same of M. Reynaud. If it had
been possible to make a cocktail of the respective gifts ot
M. Edouard Daladier, M. Paul Reynaud and M. Georges
Mandel, what good fortune it would have been for France!
She would have had almost a superman at her head.